
Oakfield Short Stay School Curriculum

Curriculum Intent Statement

Oakfield’s curriculum is engaging, exciting and relevant to the children at our school. 

It is driven by a desire for our children to rebuild and engage with learning so they are well 
prepared for their next steps in education – whether that be a return to mainstream provision or 
a specialist pathway.

How can we achieve this?

This will be achieved through our 3 principles of Implementation – Release, Discover and Achieve:

• Release – a child’s desire to learn 

• Discover – a joy in learning  

• Achieve – the best possible outcomes 

The intention is, that in meeting our pupils’ Social Emotional and Mental Health (SEMH) needs, an 
acceleration of their academic progress can be achieved. 



Why do we do what we do?

We’ve ensured that our curriculum is underpinned by our ethos. We believe it is important that the 
curriculum both explicitly and implicitly develops our intention to rebuild and re-engage a love in learning.

Our curriculum is underpinned by the SEMH needs, interests and abilities of our children. The primary 
reason for doing it this way is because our pupils are complex individuals, with varying experiences of school 
life, we therefore strive to choose opportunities to re-inspire, re-engage and re-enthuse the children with 
their learning. 

As we are a ‘short-stay’ school (intended 20 week placement), that can potentially start and end at any 
point within an academic year, we have a RAG rated curriculum for each key stage that enables non-
negotiables to be identified and prioritised, providing opportunities for our pupils to acquire knowledge, 
skills and understanding in a systematic way and builds on their individual abilities and understanding, as 
well as any prior learning. 

Alongside the core academic curriculum, we provide an interwoven SEMH/PSHE curriculum, prioritising 
their complex SEMH needs. This is a personalised response to individuals or class groups and is 
implemented through a choice of creative opportunities provided to express learning. This learning is then 
celebrated through a class book/learning journey that represents their understanding, different learning 
styles and incorporates pupil voice.



Our aim is to have a curriculum that is ambitious for our pupils, for it to be broad and balanced as well as 
being inclusive and appropriate for all abilities.

Our curriculum continually evolves – being adapted to reach those children seen as ‘hardest to reach’, having 
already been excluded from mainstream provision or have been unable to access a mainstream provision 
with specialised support in place. 

During our curricular review we began by considering the curriculum we want and we know our children 
need. We considered areas we showed real strengths in and wanted to ensure continued, alongside areas we 
wanted to develop and felt our children needed in order to gain the necessary skills and attributes for lifelong 
learning. We have placed a great emphasis on diversity and celebrating difference. 

Planning in this way ensures all our children have access to a full curriculum which progresses in skills and 
knowledge during their time with us. We cannot provide in 2/3 terms, what a mainstream school is expected 
to provide over a key stage, however we can provide learning that is progressive and sequential from their 
individual starting points.

We feel it is also so important to inspire the children with additional life experiences and opportunities. The 
children need to have the chance to experience new things, to try things presented to them in a different 
way, to develop their life skills. Each class has at least one organised trip each half term to enhance our 
curriculum provision.



Impact

Our emphasis is focused on:

Reconnecting and rebuilding emotional resilience through affect attunement

Achieve through positive learning experiences which enables a desire to learn 

Enable creative opportunities sparking a joy for learning

Achieve the best possible outcomes, no matter what your journey has been

In meeting our pupils’ Social, Emotional and Mental Health (SEMH) needs, an 
acceleration of academic progress can be achieved

Release Discover Achieve



Curriculum Overview – Cycle 1







Curriculum Overview – Cycle 2







Assessment at Oakfield 

What do we assess at Oakfield?

We recognise that every child that we support has a unique journey. For many there may be 
significant gaps in their learning. As a short stay school we have high aspirations with realistic and 
achievable outcomes for children who have often become disengaged with learning.

Pupils will be assesed on entry, collating information and data from their sending schools to 
devise an accurate baseline for their academic achievements. Pupils SEMH needs are also 
assessed to ensure appropriate strategies and interventions can be planned and delivered. We 
know that addressing pupils SEMH needs will create the right climate and dynamics for our 
children to flourish.

How are assessments used?

We recognise that assessments are only useful if they are utilised to provide targeted support for 
pupils. We use a range of assessments to devise Individual Learning Plans (ILPs) to ensure that key 
skills are being addressed to maximise learning outcomes and success for all pupils.

ILPs are working documents clearly identify:

→What pupils can do independently → What pupils need support with →Where pupils are heading



R
Reading

Release

Discover

Achieve

Read Write Inc

ACC Reader

PM Benchmark

Pupils are assessed using the Read Write Inc programme to 
plan interventions for the teaching of synthetic phonics. 
Interventions are designed to close the gaps in pupils 
phonetical knowledge and to ensure pupils ability is closely 
matched to their reading books.

At Oakfield we recognise that it is integral to keep pupils motivated 
and engaged with reading. The accelerated readers programme 
assesses pupils ability which provides a ZPD (zone of proximal 
development) score, which allows pupils to access texts which are 
closely aligned to their ability to maximise progress.

PM Benchmark reading assessments compliments our other 
reading schemes to provide us with accurate data to support 
the tracking of pupils reading and ability and areas for 
intervention. 

Reading ILP
(Individual Learning Plan)

W
Writing

Talk 4 Writing

N.C Focus Education 

At Oakfield we use Talk4Writing to support pupils with their writing. 
Quality formative assessment allows pupils to make rapid progress with 
their writing skills. This usually entails;
‘Cold Write’ (baseline) → Imitation → Innovation → Independent 
application and invention – ‘Hot Write’

Focus education allows assessments to made against pupils ability to deal 
with spelling, punctuation, handwriting (transcriptional skills) and 
compositional skills. We recognise that many of our pupils have gaps in 
their learning so yearly and end of term expectations are compiled to 
support the pupils ILP. Teachers can then make summative assessment for 
pupils at emerging, developing and a secure level.

Writing ILP
(Individual Learning Plan)

M
Maths

Sandwell

N.C Focus Education 

Sandwell Maths focuses on pupils ability to work with number. At 
Oakfield we recognise that Number skills are at the heart of all good 
maths teaching. Sandwell assesses the 5 strands of basic number skills: 
Identification, oral counting, value, object counting and language. 
Assessing the skills allows our intervention teacher to plan accurate and 
achievable targets close the gaps in pupils knowledge.

White Rose Maths is widely utilised to support greater depth in reasoning and 
mastery. Focus education assesses pupils knowledge and understanding in 
number, 4 operations, fractions, measures, geometry and statistics. We recognise 
that many of our pupils have gaps in their learning so yearly and end of term 
expectations are compiled to support the pupils ILP. Teachers can then make 
summative assessment for pupils at emerging, developing and a secure level.

Maths ILP
(Individual Learning Plan)

Targeted Support 
for Pupils

Reading Skills

For pupils who are confident with their 
phonetical knowledge and do not require input 
through RWI, they will develop their reading 
skills through structured sessions to enhance 
their comprehension skills. 



Individual Learning Plan (ILP)

ILPs are working 
documents which are 
active in pupils books. 

A formal update of pupils 
academic progress will be 
held every half term.



SDQ Assessment 

Release

Discover

Achieve

Emotional Symptoms 

SEMH Assessment

S B
Boxall Assessment 

Conduct Problems 

Hyperactivity 

Peer Problems

Pro-social Behaviour

Developmental Diagnostic

Organisation of 
Experience 

Internalisation 
of control

Self-limiting Features

Underdeveloped 
Behaviour 

Unsupported 
Development

SEMH Support

Developmental Target 

Diagnostic Target 

Developmental Target 

SEND Profile

Sensory Preferences 

Sensory Aversions  

Environmental Support 

Individual Support 


